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Date: 28 February 2025
Location: Daska, District Sialkot, Pakistan

Summary

On 28 February 2025, in what constitutes one of 
the largest mass arrests of Ahmadis in a single 
incident, 22 members of the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community were arrested in Daska, District 
Sialkot, for gathering in a private, enclosed 
worship place. This unprecedented event signals 
a grave escalation in the persecution of Ahmadis 
in Pakistan. The arrests were carried out under 
pressure from religious extremist groups, who 
instigated the police action against the Ahmadis. 
This incident reflects a systematic and deepening 
crackdown on the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community 
in Pakistan, which violates international human 
rights norms and Pakistan’s own constitutional 
protections. The targeting of peaceful religious 
worshippers, including children as young as 11, 
underscores the increasing impunity with which 
state authorities are enabling religious 
persecution of Ahmadis in the country.

Incident Details

In a serious escalation of state-backed persecu-
tion, 22 members of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Com-
munity were charged in Daska, District Sialkot, for 
gathering in a private, enclosed space for prayer. 
Shortly after the Friday prayer service began, a 
mob of religious extremists assembled outside 
and started chanting inflammatory slogans. 
When the Ahmadis reached out to the police 
emergency helpline, law enforcement official 
instead arrested 23 members of the community 
and transferred them to City Police Station Daska.
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2 Following the arrests, religious extremist groups 
gathered outside the police station, demanding 
criminal charges against the detainees. Law 
enforcement, acting under apparent pressure 
from these groups, proceeded to register formal 
cases against them.

Broader Context and Escalating Pattern of 
Persecution

This mass arrest is not an isolated event but part 
of a wider, intensifying crackdown on Ahmadis 
across Pakistan which has carried over into 2025.

•  Same-day parallel case in Sargodha: In 
    Bhagtanwala, District Sargodha, police 
    registered another case against 23 Ahmadis 
    who had gathered for Friday prayers. No arrests 
    have so far been made.
•  Targeting of women: Last month, an Ahmadi 
    woman, Bushra Abid, was arrested in 
    Gujranwala on a fabricated charge.
•  Desecration of a historic religious sites: In 
    Gujranwala, authorities—under extremist 
    pressure—used heavy tools to cut down the 
    minarets of a 120-year-old Ahmadi mosque. 
    When local Ahmadis sought legal justification 
    for this act, police responded by arresting five 
    Ahmadis and four other local residents. These 
    individuals were released only after the 
    demolition was completed.
•  Grave and mosque desecrations: In 2025 alone, 
    91 Ahmadi graves have been desecrated, while 
    police have facilitated or supervised the 
    demolition of minarets and prayer niches in five 
    Ahmadi mosques.

THIS 
UNPRECEDENTED 
EVENT SIGNALS A 
GRAVE 
ESCALATION IN 
THE 
PERSECUTION OF 
AHMADIS IN 
PAKISTAN.
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3 This escalating pattern of persecution reflects the 
growing influence of extremist elements over 
state institutions, effectively weaponising the legal 
system against Ahmadis.

Urgent Calls to Action

Given the egregious nature of this mass arrest 
and the worsening persecution of Ahmadis in 
Pakistan, the International Human Rights Desk 
calls for:

1. The immediate and unconditional release of 
the 22 Ahmadis detained in Daska.

2.   Accountability for extremist groups that
      instigate and pressure authorities into 
      persecuting religious minorities.
3.   Pakistan to uphold its constitutional and 
      international human rights obligations, 
      ensuring that Ahmadis and other minorities 
      can freely practice their religion without fear of 
      state-backed repression.
4.   International human rights stakeholders must 
      urgently address Pakistan’s escalating 
      religious persecution of Ahmadis and actively 
      explore all avenues of advocacy to ensure 
      accountability and the protection of 
      fundamental rights of the members of the 
      community.

Conclusion

The arrest of 22 Ahmadis in a single incident 
marks a new nadir in Pakistan’s human rights 
violations against the community. The targeting of 
peaceful worshippers, including children, in a 
private space reflects the extent to which 
extremist elements have infiltrated law 
enforcement and the judiciary.

If urgent intervention does not take place, the 
state-enabled persecution of Ahmadis will 
continue to escalate, setting a dangerous 
precedent for religious freedom in Pakistan. The 
international community must act swiftly to 
address this growing crisis before further human 
rights violations take place.

AMONG THOSE 
DETAINED WERE 
TWO MINORS, 
AGED 11 AND 14. 
WHILE THE 
11-YEAR-OLD 
WAS RELEASED 
LATER THAT 
NIGHT, THE 
REMAINING 22 
AHMADIS WERE 
FORMALLY 
CHARGED, 
PRESENTED 
BEFORE A 
MAGISTRATE, 
AND PLACED 
UNDER JUDICIAL 
REMAND IN 
CENTRAL JAIL 
SIALKOT.
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Copy of the FIR registered against the Ahmadis of Daska


